
375Chapter 13: Crime and Criminal Justice

hostile feelings toward police (Norris et al. 1992). Residents from poor or disad-
vantaged areas have a much lower regard for the police than does the general pub-
lic. However, research has also indicated that when citizens believe they are treated 
fairly, they tend to grant police more legitimacy and are more likely to comply with 
police (Stoutland 2001).

Police departments are now incorporating new methods of policing based on 
the community and problem-solving approaches (Goldstein 1990; MacDonald 
2002). The community policing approach refers to efforts to increase the interaction 
between officers and citizens, including the use of foot patrols, community substa-
tions, and neighborhood watches (Beckett and Sasson 2000). By 2000, two thirds 
of all local police departments and 62% of sheriff’s offices had full-time sworn per-
sonnel engaged in community policing activities (U.S. Bureau of Justice Statistics 
2003b). We learn more about community policing in the section titled “Community, 
Policy, and Social Action.”

Prisons
Despite the decline in crime rates, prison populations are increasing (Anderson 
2003), though the rate of new admissions has declined in recent years (Sabol, West, 
and Cooper 2009). At the end of 2013, the federal and state inmate population 
was more than 1.6 million. Though the United States represents 5% of the world’s 
population, the number of incarcerated in our country represents nearly 25% of the 
world’s prison population (Rosen 2010). Data reveal that the United States has the 
highest prison population rate in the world (refer to Figure 13.4).
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Figure 13.4  Highest prison population rates in the world, 2013

SOURCE: Adapted from Walmsley 2014.


